Documentary

DOCUMENTARY LOOKS FOR WAYS OUT OF THE
AMAZON CRISIS FROM AN INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVE

Through accounts of Ailton Krenak, Katia Silene Akratikatéjé, and other leaders,
Stepping Softly on the Earth depicts the capitalist invasion of the Amazon

Stepping Softly on the Earth has, in the
ancestry of the native peoples, the answer
to a possible future far from destruction.
Listening to three Indigenous leaders, sur-
vivors of the capitalist war on the Amazon,
the film, which is to premiere in June 2022,
narrates the struggle to keep alive ways of
being in the world without destroying it.

Filmed in Peru, Colombia, and Brazil, in-
cluding the cities of Santarém, Maraba, and
Tabatinga, the screenplay is the work of
Bruno Malheiro, Geographer and professor
of the Universidade Federal do Sul e Sudes-
te do Para (Federal University of South and
Southeast Para), and Marcos Coldn, profes-
sor at Florida State University and the direc-
tor of Beyond Fordlandia (2018).

The testimony of the three Indigenous le-
aders the narrative of Stepping Softly on
the Earth , describing the machinations of
the State and the companies that destroy
life and trigger the death of the region.

José Pepe Manuyama, an indigenous
Kukama of the Peruvian Amazon, deals with
the contamination of the Nanay River by
miners and by the oil of Petroperu. In west
Para Chief Manuel of the Munduruku peo-
ple has his territory under siege from the ex-
pansion of soy cultivation and exploration,
intensified by the Cargill port in Santarém.
Katia, the chief of the Akrantikatégeé people,
from Maraba (PA), maintains their culture
in a territory cut to pieces by the mining of
Vale S.A.

Connecting the three narratives to a bro-
ader horizon of pillage is Ailton Krenak,
whose thoughts are the great inspiration
for Stepping Softly on the Earth.

Criticizing a way of life on Earth that
“consumes the world”, Krenak renews hope
in Indigenous thinking and feeling. In his
words, “The future is ancestral, and huma-
nity needs to learn with it and Stepping
Softly on the Earth”. It is this philosophy
that provides the title for the film.

With a song by Gilberto Gil recited by Kre-
nak, the documentary recaptures the joy of
valuing the culture of the forest. It is no ac-
cident that, for the Indigenous leaders, the
response to the Amazonian crisis comes
from the Amazon itself.
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Watch the trailer



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmLzXvJ9crg
https://youtu.be/HmLzXvJ9crg
https://www.facebook.com/revistaamazonialatitude/
https://www.instagram.com/revistaamazonialatitude/
http://amazonialatitudeeditores@gmail.com

